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Abstract 
The aim of this study was to assess the environmental worries of teacher trainees, and identify their attitudes to protect 
environment. This was a descriptive field study. The study group was made up of 120 teacher trainees. The data were collected 
by using open-ended questions developed by the researchers, and were interpreted by making content analysis. At the end of the 
study, it was understood that the teacher trainees obtained most of the information about environment through internet, TV, and 
course books. Global warming, earth/air/water pollution, decrease in animal and plant species were the topics which worried the 
trainees most in terms of environment. It was understood that not to waste, to use recyclable products, and to plant were 
environmental actions which the trainees had done most.. Moreover, it was figured out that the teacher trainees expressed the 
human factors were the main culprits of environmental problems. 
© 2011 Published by Elsevier Ltd. 
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1. Introduction
Environment is the habitat where all living things occur, which they influence in various ways and they are 
influenced by. The environment of a living organism is the place in which s/he does all her/his social, biological, 
cultural and economic activities, and s/he meets all her/his nutritional, breeding, and housing needs. Environment 
encompasses all living and non-living things, and the physical, chemical and biological factors which may have an 
influence on them (YÕlmaz, YÕldÕz & Sipahio÷lu, 2004). 
The consumption of the natural resources in the world has lasted for centuries.  The Industrial Revolution, which 
changed the production models and caused a great deal of stress in the environment, is one of the turning points of 
nature.  The growth of the industry led to technological investments, rapid population growths, and migrations from 
villages to big cities (Garner, 1996). 
The major problems of this century are the local and global environmental problems. The areas which 
environmental problems affect are increasing day after day. Some environmental problems such as epidemic 
diseases, Chernobyl Accident and global warming show that these problems are not limited to only these regions, 
but they interest all countries (Avinç, 1997). Countries are trying to find various local and global solutions for the 
environmental problems which have social, cultural, economic and technological elements. However, measures for 
these problems are not enough. These problems, today, are in such a point that they cannot be neglected anymore 
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and it is a must to solve them immediately. These problems can be solved through the environmental awareness of 
individuals and countries.  
Although people were not aware of the problems which occur in their surroundings, they started to get worried as 
these problems began to affect themselves. Environmental problems (e.g. nuclear accidents, water shortage, global 
diseases and pollution) are now at such a level that they threaten lives of people. Human beings started to feel 
worried about the present and future of their environments. Thus, it is necessary to determine what the concerns of 
the teacher trainees about the environment are.  
2. Aim 
In this study, the environmental worries of teacher trainees were investigated. For this aim, an answer to the 
following question was searched:  
What are the environmental worries of teacher trainees? 
3. Method
The research was designed as a scanning model.  
3.1. Sample
The study group was made up of 120 teacher trainees, studying at the departments of Biology Education, Science 
and Technology Education and Geography Education of Gazi University, Faculty of Gazi Education.   
 3.2. Data collection instruments
The data were collected by using open-ended questions to determine the environmental worries of the teacher 
trainees and their opinions about environmental problems. While preparing the data collection instrument, the 
literature concerned and expert ideas were applied to. 
3.3 Data analysis
The data obtained were interpreted by making content analysis, and the quantitative data were presented in the form 
of tables by using frequency and percentage rates. 
4. Findings and explanations
In this part, the results were presented. Table 1 shows the data of the information sources concerning environment of 
the teacher trainees. 
Table 1: The Frequency distribution concerning environmental information sources of the teacher trainees
      Information Sources              N     Percentage (%) 
Internet 55 45.83
Course books 49 40.83
Television 40 33.33
Newspapers 33 27.5
Environmental Magazines 26 21.66
Social Surroundings / Friends 6 5
Experiences 6 5
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When Table 1 is examined, the internet is the biggest source of environmental information of the teacher trainees 
(%45.83). Course books (%40.83), television (%33.33), newspapers (%27.5), environmental magazines (%21.66), 
social surroundings / friends (%5) and experiences (%5) are the other sources of environmental information of the 
teacher trainees.  
Table 2 The opinions of the teacher trainees about global environmental worries
When Table 2 is 
examined, it is seen that teacher trainees are globally worried about global warming most (%43.33). Earth / water / 
air pollution (%31.66), decrease in plant and animal species (%23.33) and decrease in potable water springs 
(%16.66) are the other environmental problems which cause concern in teacher trainees. 
Table 3 The opinions of the teacher trainees about local environmental worries 
N
      Percentage(%) 
Earth / water / air pollution 40 33.33
Decrease in potable water springs 22 18.33
Deforestation 19 15.83
Decrease in plant and animal species 16 13.33
Global warming 15 12.5
Consumption of natural sources 13 10.83
Unplanned urbanization and population growth 12 10
Contraction in living spaces 7 5.83
Crops with GDO 6 5
Erosion 4 3.33
Poisonous gases emitted in the atmosphere 3 2.5
Chemical wastes 3 2.5
When  Table  3  is  examined,  teacher  trainees  are  worried  about  earth  /  water  /  air  pollution  most  in  our  country  
(%33.33). Moreover, decrease in potable water springs (%18.33), deforestation (%15.83), and decrease in animal 
and plant species (%13.33) are the other environmental problems which cause concern in teacher trainees. 
Considering the findings related to the decrease in potable water springs, the problem some regions of our country 
has recently met cause concern in teacher   trainees.  
N %
Global warming 52 43.33
Earth / water / air pollution 38 31.66
Decrease in plant and animal species 28 23.33
Decrease in potable water springs 20 16.66
Chemical wastes 14 11.66
Ozone depletion 13 10.83
Population growth 13 10.83
Consumption of natural sources 13 10.83
Nuclear operations 12 10
Decrease in animal habitats 10 8.33
Deforestation 8 6.66
Global diseases 8 6.66
Greenhouse gases 7 5.83
Melting of glaciers 6 5
Acid rains 5 4.16
Climate change 4 3.33
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Table 4 The opinions of the teacher trainees about the reasons for environmental problems
N Percentage (%)
Unconsciousness of people 40 33.33
High consumption 16 13.33
Inadequate education 15 12.5
Population growth 15 12.5
Nuclear accidents 10 8.33
Development of industry and technology 9 7.5
Lack of law enforcement 8 6.66
When Table 4 is examined, It is understood that most of the teacher trainees think that the major cause of the 
environmental problems is unconsciousness of people (%33.33).What’s more,  high consumption (13.33), 
inadequate education  (%12.5) and population growth (%12.5) are the other causes of environmental pollution. 
Table 5 Frequency table concerning the environmental conservation acts of the teacher trainees 
When Table 5 is examined, it is seen that using recyclable products is the environmental conservation act which the 
teacher trainees do most (%16.66). Not littering (%15), retrenching (%12.5) and informing people (%10) are some 
of the environmental acts teacher trainees do. When the environmental conservation acts of the teacher trainees are 
considered, these acts are understood to be limited and not enough.  
5. Discussion 
Findings show that the teacher trainees get most of the information about environment through mass media. 
It is also understood that the internet has gained a more common area of usage among mass media. Said, Yahaya &
Ahmadun (2007) assessed that the trainees get most of the information about environment through television and the 
internet.  
It was assessed that environmental problems such as global warming, earth/water/air pollution, decrease in 
animal and plant species are among those which cause the most concern globally, while in terms of our country, 
earth/water/air pollution, decrease in potable water springs and deforestation worry the trainees most. Özdemir & et
al. (2004) reported that air pollution, wastes and deforestation are the major three environmental problems. Meydan 
& et al. (2009) determined, with the help of the studies they did with the teacher trainees, that global warming, 
global climate change, air and water pollution, high water consumption and industrialization are a threat to 
environment. The findings obtained from this study and the literature put forward that global warming and 
environmental pollution are presently creating some kind of a concern. The other significant findings are that most 
of the teacher trainees see the crops with GDO and epidemic diseases as environmental worries.  
N Percentage (%)
Using recyclable products 20 16.66
Not littering 18 15
Retrenching 15 12.5
Informing people 12 10
Planting trees 10 8.33
Joining in environmental clubs/institutions 10 8.33
Using eco-friendly deodorants 8 6.66
Not tossing batteries out, using rechargeable 
batteries 
5 4.16
Taking public service vehicles 5 4.16
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6. Conclusion and Recommendations 
Combined all these results, the followings can be recommended:  
1- The teacher trainees suggested that among the causes of environmental problems, inadequate education has a 
significant role. Considering this result, it is essential to organize environmental education programs for the whole 
society.  
2- It is understood that environmental protection acts of the teacher trainees are limited. The teacher trainees, during 
their university education, should be encouraged to attend the environmental activities which will provide them with 
eco-friendly conducts.  
3- When mass media is considered to be used by the remarkable part of the society, these sources may raise 
environmental awareness of people, if used in a correct and efficient fashion.  
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